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QUEEN ELIZABETH TRUST AND LIVERPOOL CITY 
COUNCIL JOIN FORCES TO UNLOCK CROXTETH 
COUNTRY PARK’S POTENTIAL        

 

First project of the Queen Elizabeth Trust, the new UK-wide 
charity established following recommendations from The Queen Elizabeth 
Memorial Committee  
 
 
LIVERPOOL- TUESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER 2026: Liverpool City Council and the Queen Elizabeth Trust 
are joining forces on an ambitious new project at Croxteth Country Park, building on the Council’s 
plans to unlock more of the much-loved park’s potential for local communities and future 
generations. 
 
The Queen Elizabeth Trust is one of three memorial projects announced by the Government in April 
to honour the late Queen’s legacy - alongside a national memorial in St James’s Park and a digital 
memorial – following recommendations from the Queen Elizabeth Memorial Committee. His 
Majesty the King is Royal Patron of the Trust, which is currently in its pilot phase and will launch 
formally in Spring 2027. Inspired by the late Queen’s stated belief that “everyone is our neighbour” , 
the Trust will work hand in hand with communities across the UK, providing funding and targeted 
support to restore and sustain shared spaces at the heart of local life.  
 
The partnership will see the Trust support an ambitious package of projects across the 500-acre 
park, helping Liverpool City Council go further with its plans to increase community participation, 



improve facilities and secure a sustainable long-term future for one of the city’s most-loved shared 
places. 
 
Croxteth Country Park has been part of Liverpool life for generations. Its wider catchment is home to 
almost 220,000 people, including approximately 38,000 children, and the partnership aims to 
ensure that even more people can experience and enjoy everything the park has to offer in the years 
ahead. 
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The city also held a special place in the life of Queen Elizabeth. During her Golden Jubilee visit to 
Liverpool in 2002, the late Queen described Merseyside as "one of the most distinctive and 
energetic parts of the United Kingdom" and reflected on Liverpool's experience of showing how 
communities can come together. 
 
Croxteth Country Park will be the first project supported by the Queen Elizabeth Trust as 
QET develops its approach ahead of the launch of its future UK-wide funding programme. Working 
with Liverpool City Council will allow the Trust to put its approach into practice and learn how 
funding, relevant expertise and strong networks can best support local partners and help good 
ideas go further. 
                     
The initial phase will bring together almost £2 million in combined investment from the Queen 
Elizabeth Trust and the Lady Sefton Trust (bequeathed for the benefit of the city and held in the 
custodianship of Liverpool City Council), alongside wider support from Liverpool City 
Council, delivering vital practical support and expertise. 
 
Subject to final agreement, the initial phase is expected to include: 

• further restoration of the Community Garden, supporting wellbeing, 
volunteering, skills development and inclusive access 

• a natural amphitheatre: and 
• a pump track for children and young people, creating more opportunities to be active and build 

confidence and skills 
 

Alongside these projects, the partnership will also support the development of a masterplan for 
Croxteth Country Park’s future. The park already attracts 600,000 visits per year, despite parts of the 
site remaining underused. The masterplan will assess the scale and sequencing of future 
work and the mix of investment needed to unlock more of the park’s potential, ensuring even more 
people experience and enjoy the park. 



 

 
 
 
Learning from the Croxteth Country Park will help inform the Trust's future 
approach. Details of its UK-wide funding programme will be published when the Trust formally 
launches in Spring 2027. 
 
Councillor Liam Robinson, Leader of Liverpool City Council, said: 
 

“Croxteth Park has brought generations of Liverpudlians together and we want it to play just 
as important a role for generations to come. 
“We have long had ambitious plans for the estate, but realising its full potential requires us 
to think at a different scale. The Queen Elizabeth Trust’s 
support, investment and expertise has galvanised our ambition and means we can go further 
than we could have achieved alone. 
“Together, we can breathe new life into parts of this much-loved estate, create more 
opportunities for the communities around it, and help ensure that future generations can 
enjoy Croxteth just as generations of Liverpudlians have before them." 
 

Sir Damon Buffini CVO, Chair of the Queen Elizabeth Trust, said: 
 

“Her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth believed deeply in service, in community and in the things 
that bring people together. Throughout her reign she celebrated the extraordinary heritage, 
culture and natural beauty of the United Kingdom, and the communities that give those 
places meaning.  
"The Queen Elizabeth Trust wants to carry that spirit forward by helping to ensure our great, 
shared places remain part of everyday life, and everyone has the opportunity to experience 
and enjoy them. 
“That is why we are so excited that Croxteth Country Park will be our first project. We want to 
work hand in hand with the Council and local communities, listening to the people who 
know the park best and working with them to shape its future.” 
 

Liverpool City Council owns and manages Croxteth Park and will remain responsible for its long-
term management and stewardship.  
 
Further information about the Queen Elizabeth Trust’s UK-wide funding programme will be 
published at its formal launch in Spring 2027. 
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IMAGES FOR PUBLICATION CAN BE DOWNLOADED  HERE  
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 

• The Queen Elizabeth Trust https://www.queenelizabethtrust.org 
was established in April 2026 to honour the life and service of Queen 
Elizabeth. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/queen-elizabeth-trust-launched-
to-strengthen-communities-across-the-united-kingdom 
• The Trust is one of three projects commemorating the late Queen:  

o The National Memorial: A physical landmark and gardens in St James’s 
Park.  
o The Queen Elizabeth Trust: A charitable legacy for local communities.  
o The Digital Memorial: A tribute to her life and service.  

• To ensure the Trust can have the widest positive impact, the Government 
provided a one-off £40 million endowment. This provides the initial funding needed to 
support local projects of public value and will act as a catalyst for future fundraising.  
• Working hand in hand with communities across the UK, the Queen Elizabeth 
Trust will provide funding and support to reimagine, restore and sustain the shared 
places that bring people together. 
• Croxteth Park is owned and managed by Liverpool City Council. 
• Croxteth Park serves communities experiencing significant social and economic 
disadvantage. Its wider catchment includes almost 220,000 residents, including 
approximately 38,000 children, and has an Indices of Deprivation score around twice 
the national average. 
• QET is currently in a pilot phase as it develops its approach ahead of the formal 
launch of its future funding programme. Croxteth Park is the first project it will 
support during this phase, with further funding details coming in Spring 2027. 
• The masterplan is a scoping and planning exercise developed jointly with the 
Council. It is not a commitment by the Queen Elizabeth Trust to fund wider works 
across Croxteth Park and does not extend the Trust’s current funding commitment 
beyond the agreed projects. 
• Any further phases of work identified through the masterplan will be considered 
and agreed separately and are not covered by the current partnership. 
• Local residents and community organisations will continue to help shape the 
projects and the longer-term masterplan as the partnership develops. 

 
For interviews and further information: 
 
Queen Elizabeth Trust:  Carina Mckeown-Johnson, Head of 
Communications    carina@queenelizabethtrust.org   07590 371932 
 
Liverpool City Council:  Paul Johnston, External Relations 
Manager   Paul.Johnston@liverpool.gov.uk  07740 918615 
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